
The Elite Clubs 
National League 

2011 Annual General Meeting 
 

Changing the Female Youth Soccer Landscape 

Established 2009 



2011-2012 ECNL 
Competition Rules 

 
ü Discovery Players 

ü Recruitment and 

Tampering 

ü Substitution Rules  



*In 2010-2011, the ECNL introduced the concept of Discovery 
Players to allow players from outside ECNL Member Clubs to 
participate in ECNL Competition. 
 

*Discovery Players were required to live either: (i) within 200 
miles of the ECNL Member Club training facility, or (ii) within the 
same state as the ECNL Member Club. 
 

*Discovery Players were roster-tied to 1 specific age group. 

Discovery Players 2010-2011 



*For the 2011-2012 season, Discovery Players may come from 
anywhere in the country ɀ there is no distance limitation. 
 

*Discovery Players may be added before April 1, 2012. 
 

*The number of Discovery Players are still limited to 2 at U14 ɀ U17, 
and 4 at U18. 
 

*Discovery Players may not come from any other ECNL Member Club. 
 

*Discovery Players are still roster-tied to 1 age group. 

Discovery Players 2011-2012 



*While all clubs will compete on the field, ECNL Member Clubs should act 
professionally with respect to recruiting of players, particularly with each 
other. 

* Generally, the ECNL will not provide rules, regulations, or guidelines 
regarding try-outs and player recruitment. 

* However, there will be basic rules regarding recruitment and roster 
tampering between ECNL Member Clubs: 
* No ECNL Member Club may train or try-out a player from another ECNL Club until 

the end of the ECNL Season (the ECNL National Championships). 
* No ECNL roster will be accepted prior to August 1 of each year. 
* 4ÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÏÆ *ÕÌÙ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÅÄ ÁÎ ȰÏÐÅÎȱ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÆÏÒ ÐÌÁÙÅÒ ÍÏÖÅÍÅÎÔȟ ÔÒÙ-

outs, and training. 

* A player may be released from an ECNL Member Club and transferred to 
another ECNL Member Club at any time, if approved by both clubs and the 
Commissioner. 
 

Recruiting / No Tampering Rules 



*The core of the ECNL mission is to improve the player 
development experience.  One of the most influential 
factors on the player experience are the substitution rules. 
*As a club-driven league, the ECNL Member Clubs must 

make a decision to support substitution rules that provide 
the best possible developmental environment, while also 
considering the current reality of the American youth 
soccer culture. 
*The more the ECNL technical framework reflects the game 

as it is played at the highest levels, the better ECNL players 
will be to play at any  level ɀ youth, collegiate, or 
international. 

2011-2012 Substitution Rules 



*Restricted Substitution Rules ɀ POSITIVES: 
*Increases tactical demands of the game 

*Allows technical expression of individual players 

*Demands better coaching and game management 

*Develops more sophisticated players 

*Restricted Substitution Rules - CHALLENGES: 
*Requires new roster management skills 

*Requires educating players and parents 

*Requires performance from all players on a roster 

2011-2012 Substitution Rules 



*2011-2012 Substitution Rules: 

*U18: There will be no re-entry in the game for all 
conference and cross-conference games.  For games at 
National Showcase Events, there will be no re-entry in a 
half. 

*U14-U17: There will be no re-entry in a half for all games. 

*2012-2013 Substitution Rules: 

*For the 2012-2013 season, clubs should prepare for no re-
entry in the game at additional age groups. 

2011-2012 Substitution Rules 



ECNL 2011-2012 
Competition Format 

Changes to the 2011-

2012 Structure 



*4ÈÅ %#., .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 3ÈÏ×ÃÁÓÅ %ÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ȰÊÅ×ÅÌȱ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ECNL ɀ allowing competition between top clubs across the 
country in a format where: (i) the results matter; and (ii) 
the results build towards a championship. 
*The ECNL Conferences will provide new excitement and 

challenge for teams and players by capitalizing on existing 
regional rivalry and providing balanced home and away 
competition schedules. 
*The promotion and relegation system within the ECNL is 

unique in American youth soccer, and provides competitive 
value and excitement to games that otherwise may lack 
meaning. 

Fundamentals of ECNL Competition 



*Challenge A ɀ 30 teams 
*Challenge B ɀ 36 teams in 2 different divisions of 18 teams each 
*There will be 2 Competition Tables for every ECNL team:  
* (i) the Conference Competition Table; and  
* (ii) the National Competition Table. 

*Every ECNL team can potentially win 2 different competitions over 
the course of the year: 
* (i) the Conference Championship; and 
* (ii) either the Challenge A Championship or Challenge B Championship. 

 

*Note: We will look to re-brand the names of the flights for the 2011-
2012 season. 

2011-2012 Structure ɀ  
U15 ɀ U18 



*All Conference games will count towards the Conference 
Competition Table and the Conference Championship. 

*All Conference Games, Cross-Conference Games, and National 
Showcase Event Games played against teams in your flight will 
count towards the National Competition Table and the ECNL 
.ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȢ  )Î ÏÔÈÅÒ ×ÏÒÄÓȟ ÏÎÌÙ Ȱ! &ÌÉÇÈÔȱ ÖÓȢ Ȱ! 
&ÌÉÇÈÔȱ ÇÁÍÅÓȟ ÏÒ Ȱ" &ÌÉÇÈÔȱ ÖÓȢ Ȱ" &ÌÉÇÈÔȱ ÇÁÍÅÓȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÉÎ 
the National Competition Table. 

*Due to differing numbers of games played by the teams, the 
National Competition Table will be based on points-per-game. 

*There will be a Challenge A and a Challenge B ECNL National 
Champion, as well as 8 ECNL Conference Champions. 

 

2011-2012 Structure ɀ  
U15 ɀ U18 Tables 



* The top 16 teams in Challenge A will qualify for the ECNL National Championship Group.  
They will be placed into a  4-game knock-out bracket, seeded based on their position in 
the National Competition Table (1 vs. 16, 2 vs. 15, etc.).  There will be consolation games 
for losing teams.   

* Teams in the ECNL National Championship Group will play 4 games in 4 days.  All other 
teams will play 3 games in 3 days. 

* The bottom 4 teams from Challenge A (27th ɀ 30th place) will automatically be relegated 
to Challenge B for the 2012-2013 season. 

* The top 2 teams from each Challenge B division will be automatically promoted to 
Challenge A for the 2012-2013 season.  These teams will be placed into a Challenge B 
National Championship (semi-final, friendly, final) to determine the ECNL Challenge B 
National Champion. 

* The 3rd and 4th place team from each Challenge B division, and the 25th and 26th place 
team from the Challenge A division, (6 total teams) will be placed in the Promotion / 
Relegation Play-Off Round Robin.  They will be placed in 2 groups of 3, with the winner 
of each group playing in a Promotion Final for the 2012-2013 Challenge A spot. 

* In total, between 4-5 teams will be promoted and relegated for 2012-2013. 

2011-2012 Structure ɀ  
U15 ɀ U18 National Championships 



*U-14 teams play only Conference and Cross-Conference Games in 
2011-ΤΡΣΤȢ  !Ó ÓÕÃÈȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÏ ȰÆÌÉÇÈÔÓȱ ÁÔ 5ΣΦȢ   

*There will only be a Conference Competition Table at U14. 
*The top 2 U14 teams from each conference will qualify for the ECNL 

National Championship Group. They will be placed into a  4-game 
knock-out bracket, seeded based on their position in the National 
Competition Table (1 vs. 16, 2 vs. 15, etc.).  There will be consolation 
games for losing teams. 

*The remaining 54 U14 teams will play showcase games at the ECNL 
National Championship.   

*At the end of the 2011-2012 season, the Overall Club Ranking from 
the U15-U18 age groups will determine placement of the U14 team in 
the A Flight or B flight as U15s. 
 

2011-2012 Structure ɀ  
U14 



*The ECNL Overall Club Champion will be crowned 
based on the total Club Points earned by each team 
within the club at U15-U18, based upon their standing 
within the National Competition Table.  U14 standings 
will not count in the ECNL Overall Club Champion. 

*Bonus Club Points will be awarded to Conference 
Champions and Conference 2nd place teams. 

*Bonus Club Points will be awarded to the champions 
and finalists within each National Competition Table. 

2011-2012 Structure ɀ 
The ECNL Overall Club Champion 



 

 

2012-2012 ECNL Regular Season 
Events 

2011-12 ECNL REGULAR-SEASON EVENTS 

October 8-10, 2011  ECNL Regular-Season Event #1 
Phoenix, AZ 

Reach 11 Soccer Complex 

December 28-30, 2011 ECNL Regular-Season Event #2 
Sanford, Fla. 

Sylvan Lake Park & Seminole Soccer 
Complex 

February 24 -26, 2012  ECNL Regular-Season Event #3 
San Antonio, Texas 

STAR Soccer Complex 

March 31 ɀ April 2, 2012  ECNL Regular-Season Event #4 
San Diego, CA 

San Diego Polo Club 

May 26-28, 2012  ECNL Regular-Season Event #5 
Zarephath , N.J. 

PDA Soccer Complex 



ECNL Player 
Identification 
Program 

 
2010-2011 Overview 

2011-2012 New Initiatives  


